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Above Baghdad the rocky uplands begin. East of
the Tigris stretches Assyria right up to the spurs of the
mountains of Kurdistan. Four rivers water the land
of Assyria and make it one of the pleasantest countries
in the world. Wheat and barley grow in abundance
and grapes, olives and apricots are in plenty. In the
abence of extreme heat dates cannot be grown.
The Sumerians
The main Semitic empires arose in Mesopotamia
between the two waters. The Babylonians and the
Assyrians both were builders of empires. But what
may seem strange Is the fact that their Semitic culture
grew out of non-Semitic foundations. The earliest
civilized inhabitants of southern Babylonia were the
Sumerians, a non-Semitic people. To their habitat
they gave the name of Sumer. The Sumerians inven-
ted the cuneiform script which was universally used
by the Semite Babylonians and Assyrians and by the
Aryan Hittites and Mitannis and many others. The
language, however, could not remain the same and
developed into an agglutinative tongue.
The Sumerians, however, were not the original
settlers of the land but were new-comers during those
remote and indistinct centuries. It is because of this
that their gods bear Semitic looks incidental to the local
influence. We are not aware of the stages of develop-
ment of their civilization for when we first hear of them
in the fourth millennium B. c., they are in a state of
Minerva born in panoply, already settled in populous
cities under a highly organized government. They
use metals and a complicated system of writing.
Their culture and non-Semitic nationality ex-
tended to the east over Elam. We are not sure, if the
Elamites also were Sumerian but they were non-Semitic
without doubt. Differing completely in their ethnic
type and language from the Semites, Aryans, or others,